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Genetic Improvement and Dairy Performance Test
Genetic Improvement System in Japan
Dairy Herd Performance Test

Feed Resources and TMR Center
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The Gross Production Amount of Agriculture of Japan
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Breeds of Dairy Cow in Japan

99% of Dairy Cow in Japan is Holstein Around 10,000 

Around 1,000 Less than 1,000 
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The Number of Dairy Cows and Farmers (Long Term)
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The Number of Dairy Cattle and Farmers (2000 )
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Milk Yield and the Number of Cows/Farmer
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Milk Production
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Dairy Products
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1872 Established as a horse stock farm. 
1946 Reconstructed as a breeding stock farm. 
1969 Progeny test by using the stations of National 

Livestock Breeding Center (NLBC) was started. 
1974 Genetic evaluation of young sires were started. 
1989 Genetic evaluation of sires began to use the herd 

performance test data (field data) which collected 
from 1974. 
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1889 First breeding stock of Holstein was imported from 
USA and etc. 

1911 Establishment of The Holstein Cattle Association of 
Japan. 

         Pedigree registration 
         Milk recording on farm was started (currently not 

doing) . 
1929 Judging of body was started. 
 

In present Japan, Over 99% of dairy cattle is Holstein 
breed. 
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1950 The 500 AI center were established to distribute 
the liquid semen.

1958 The AI center were merged to 50 places for frozen 
semen.

1965 Livestock Improvement Association of Japan 
(LIAJ) was established as the main AI center.

1971 LIAJ started progeny test.
1974 LIAJ started herd performance test.

13 14

Dairy herd performance test 
dissemination rate
(percentage of test cows)

erformance test 
n rate
cows)
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918kg 

2,107kg 

9,086kg 

6,978kg 
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The Business Situation of Livestock Farmers in Japan
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Current Self-Sufficiency Rate and Goal of Feed
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The Rate of Forage Crop Planting Farmers
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The Rate of Grazing Dairy Cows 
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Import Situation of Feed Grain in Recent Years
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Establishment and Promotion of TMR Center
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Feed Supply Status of TMR Center
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