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ABSTRACT 

 
Since 1975, auction on purebred pig stocks at the national level has been conducted after growth performance 

test of piglets and body conformation contest of pubertal pigs in TaiwanAs a matter of fact, since 1978, the 

Farmer Association of pig breeders set four major events on March 3
rd

, June 6
th

, September 9
th

, and December 

12
th

 the so-called “Double Number 33, 66, 99, 1212 Auction” for body conformation contest of pubertal pigs is 

set in the morning and then auctioned them in the afternoon.. Boars must be 240 to 300 days old and gilts must 

be between 200 and 250 days old. The body weight limits are 150 to 185 Kg for boars and 110 to 160 Kg for 

gilts. Prior to contest proper, DNA test of PSS-gene free on all pigs and semen quality measurement of boars 

have been tested since 2005. On the auction date, three judges will look at each individual pig in each single 

pen in the retaining house and 2/3 portion of the pigs by breed and gender will then be pre-selected. Those of 

pre-selected pigs will then be brought to the stage by group (I the case of gilts) and by individuals (in the case of 

boars) for the top 1/3 ranking on score of body conformation. Champion boars of L, Y, and D breeds will then 

be displayed at the show pens located at the side by the stage. Excellent hoof evaluation on those of top 1/3 

ranked pigs will be further judged by another three experts and the top 1/3 will then be ranked. Hence, the 

buyer will have all information of each pig before the auction takes place. Final price of each pig will be 

displayed in the sold listing on the screen and will also be uploaded on the web. During the auction period, a 

web-linked screen can be viewed by second-delayed mode for the public. A film with 30 to 60 seconds for each 

auction pig will be uploaded on the web for the public to view three days after the auction. Such multimedia 

data will serve as pig breeding information for pig farmers in learning the locomotion of breeding pigs. 

Champion awarding activity to breeders will then be conducted with pigs ranked based on their growth index, 

body conformation and excellent hoof. Each contest will also will be recorded and linked to a web page to 

honor the achievements of the pig breeders and to express the involvement of the organizations responsible for 

the pig auction event. 
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BACKGROUND 

 
Since 1975, auction on purebred pig stocks at the national level has been conducted after growth performance 

test of piglets and body conformation contest of pubertal pigs in Taiwan. As a matter of fact, since 1978, the 

Farmer Association of pig breeders has set four major events on March 3rd, June 6th, September 9th, and 

December 12th and the so-called “Double Number 33, 66, 99, 1212 Auction” for body conformation contest of 

pubertal pigs will be in the morning and will then be auctioned in the afternoon. Boars must be 240 to 300 days 

old and gilts must be between 200 and 250 days old. The body weight limits are 150 to 185 Kg in the case of 

boars and 110 to 160 Kg in the case of gilts. Prior to contest proper, DNA test of PSS-gene free on all pigs and 

semen quality measurement of boars will be performed. This test has been a tradition since 2005. 
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BODY CONFORMATION CONTEST 

 
On the auction date, three judges will look at each individual pig in each single pen. The pig will already be 

marked with the pen number on his/her back, in the retaining house and 2/3 portion of the pigs by breed and 

gender will then be pre-selected. In each contest, there are L, Y, and D breeds and will be classified into boar 

and gilt groups. Hence, the maximum group will be 3 breed x 2 gender = 6 groups. The group size will vary 

from breed and gender according to the needs of hog producers and some pig breeders. Also, solid black coat 

color pigs provided from few of breeding farms will be grouped as F breed which did not participate in body 

conformation contest. Those of pre-selected L, Y and D pigs will then be brought to the stage by group in gilt 

and by individual (in the case of boar) for the top 1/3 ranking on score of body conformation. Champion boars 

of L, Y, and D breed will then be displayed at the show pens which are located at the side of the stage. Excellent 

hoof evaluation on those of the top 1/3 ranked pigs will be further judged by another three experts who will rank 

the top 1/3. Hence, the buyer will have all information of each pig before the auction takes place. 

 

 

 
THE AUCTION PROPER 

 

Based on the rank of body conformation contest, the first prize of D boar will be the last to be sale and the rest 

of the top ranking pigs will be arranged at the  last half of the auction. Minutes before the auction program 

starts, an on-sale list print will be provided to every one. The sale manager will call in order and the buyers will 

be seated in front of the stage. According to the on-sale list, each pig will be marked individually for sale. The 

ground price for non-ranking pigs is 15,000 NT$ for boars and 12,000 NT$ for gilts at the beginning of the 

auction. Ranked pigs’ ground price is higher in boars with 20,000 NT$ and NT$15,000 in gilts Buyer rises his 

hand to add NTS1,000  each call until no more additional calls by the sale manager take place. The sale manager 

will announce the final price and say “sold”. If no one wants to call for the pig, the manager will say “put back.” 

This means the pigs also can be sold later  at a  ground price after the end of the auction should the buyer wants 

it Final price of each pig will be displayed as “sold” on screen and this will also be posted on the web. The 

auction takes place for the first 30 minutes and around 1:00PM, there will  be another 10~15 minutes break to 
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honor the breeder farm for champion pigs based  on growth index, body conformation and hoof. Occasionally, 

visitors from abroad or policy makers will make brief remarks regarding the auction activity or share their 

visiting experiences before the awarding ceremony. The judge and/or honorable guest will present the champion 

plate to the breeder from growth index, followed by the body conformation, and last on the hoof. And then, the 

auction will continue till the end. The sale manager will call an attention to the buyers regarding the dates and 

place for the next upcoming auction which will depend on the Farmer Association of pig breeders-- either in 

Hsinhua or at the Bauchun Township. 

 

  

  
 

 

 

AFTER AUCTION 

 
Final total sales of the whole class and average price for boars and gilts will be displayed at the sold listing and 

will also be posted at a web page. During the duration of the auction, a web-linked screen can be viewed by the 

public via a second-delayed and fixed size view screen. In addition, an audio and video recording by the 

contracted operator will be carried out to keep the whole activity and each pig will have an edited segments of 

the auction made into a movie or short film. Thereafter, a film with 30 to 60 seconds for each auction pig will be 

uploaded on the web for the public three days after the auction. Such multimedia data will serve as pig breeding 

information for pig farmers in learning the locomotion of breeding pigs. Champion awarding activity to breeders 

will have pigs ranked in terms of their growth index, body conformation and excellent hoof. Each contest will 

also be recorded and linked to a web page to honor the achievements of the pig breeders and, also to express the 

involvement of the concerned organizations which organized the pig auction event. 
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