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The Effect of Pregnancy and Parturition
on the Weight of Dairy Cows
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Fie. 3.—~Weight cycles for the first, second, third, and fourth to twelfth
gestations for Holstein cows,

Improved attentions for weight fluctuations
The weighing floor in the Lely Astronaut milking robot has a
double function; it not only establishes the starting position of
the arm before each milking, but it also weighs cows prior to
every milking. So far, this information was presented as an
objective row of figures on weights and attentions and were
primarily provided for cows showing (too) noticeable weight
fluctuations within a short space of time (our own research has
shown that the attention for weight loss as a result of sickness
is now generated three days earlier; in addition, reliability has
been improved!). The new software also considers the gradual
progress of weight and the relation to initial weight, allowing
you, as a dairy farmer, to act quickly in case of major loss of
weight. In addition, cattle advisors can increase their insight in
the cows’ rations in order to ensure an improved condition at

the start of lactation.

Original Paper “zech J. Anim. Sci., 57, 2012 (6): 274-282
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Figure 1. Least square means of body weight in Czech
Fleckvieh (F) and Holstein (H) cows
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Figure 2. Relative body weight change in Czech Fleckvieh
(F) and Holstein (H) cows
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