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Dr. B. Pain graduated in 1990 at the Lyon University after studies at the Paris VI 
University and at the Ecole Normale Supérieure de Lyon. Working on avian 
retroviruses and hematopoietic progenitors he identified the in vitro self renewal 
property of chicken erythroid progenitors. After his post doctoral stage at the Institute 
of Medical Science at the University of Tokyo, he joined the INRA Institute (National 
Institute for Agronomic Research) in 1992 where he worked on murine Embryonic 
Stem Cells (mESC) and established the in vitro culture system to maintain, 
characterise and use the chicken Embryonic Stem Cells (cESC). From 1999 to 2002, 
he joined the newly created Vivalis SA biotech company as R& D Director. He is 
presently Director of Research at the INRA Institute and is developing genomic and 
functional approaches to decipher the molecular mechanisms controlling pluripotency 
and germ line competency of the avian Stem cells in a perspective of comparison with 
the mammalian and human ESC. 
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