
The Past, Present and Future of 
Taiwan Buffalo  Culture, Tourism and Ecology

Hualien Animal Propagation Station,
Taiwan Livestock Research Institute

Chang I-Heng



BuffaloBuffaloTourism

Culture

Ecology
Wetland Rehabilitation

Draught Animal
Symbol of Thanksgiving

Countryside Scenery



Buffalo in Taiwan

• Early days, in order to encourage the Han people 
to cultivate Taiwan, introducing the buffalos from 
south China to help the peasant plow the fields.

• Until 1970-80s’, the buffalos was the most 
general scenery in Taiwan countryside.

• The buffalo is a symbol of thanksgiving in the 
culture of Taiwan.
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• The amount of Taiwan buffalo were rapidly growth in 
Taiwan‘s Early Postwar.
– The Government proclaimed “Farm Cattle Protect Measures”
– Farm cattle which under 13 year-old can’t be slaughter for food

• Even nowadays, some older Taiwan people who go through 
the agricultural society, were not willing to eat beef to thank 
the contribution of buffalo in early days life.

• Taiwan Spirit = Taiwan Buffalo Spirit = industriousness and 
stamina
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Buffalo Culture Festival
Combine the aboriginal and buffalo 
culture to attract the tourist 
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Wetland Rehabilitation
Ecology

◎When buffalos enter the water, stamp and make the soil dense, so the bottom of 
pool become the natural crystalize waterproof layer.
◎Buffalos rely on water, wetland need buffalos to keep its characteristic.
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Now Taiwan is not an agricultural society, but 
the Taiwan buffalos will never retire on this 
land. Not about its labor, but its spirit. 

Thanks for your listening.


	The Past, Present and Future of Taiwan Buffalo�Culture, Tourism and Ecology
	投影片編號 2
	Buffalo in Taiwan
	投影片編號 4
	投影片編號 5
	投影片編號 6
	投影片編號 7
	投影片編號 8
	Wetland Rehabilitation
	投影片編號 10
	Thanks for your listening.

